
Alberta Dressage Association – Area Group Reports 
 
Alberta Junior Young Riders 
This year, our club, the Alberta Junior Young Riders (AJYR) was contemplating folding as we did 
not have a member join for the 2020 year.  After enlisting help from the ADA and the area 
groups we have decided that our club can be revitalized with everyone’s help and involvement.  
All of the area groups members under the age of 25 are now automatically added to our 
membership list and will be eligible for our awards and subsidy programs.  We have also joined 
forces with a group of dedicated volunteers that have generously donated their time and 
energy to create and organize a new program, Alberta Youth Dressage Development Program 
which will organize a number of clinics throughout Alberta directed at riders between the ages 
of 6-25.  For more information on this exciting new program please refer to the AJYR tab on the 
Alberta Dressage Associations’ website. We are looking forward to offering a number of clinics, 
awards, and subsidies this year. 
 
Calgary Area 
Originally with the start of the pandemic, and riding and barn visits across Alberta up in the air, 
we had the goal of providing continuous education to our members by using our Facebook 
platform to share webinars and online events as they became known to us which seemed well 
received by our members.  
While we made the difficult decision to cancel our own summer show, we tried very hard to 
support local events in our community and offer some opportunities for people and horses to 
get out and about, falling in line with the pandemic restrictions.  We offered a CA-ADA 
schooling day at both Iron Hill and Cymric Brae Stables which were both well attended.  We 
sponsored the Sunset Valley schooling show, as well as the Precision Saddlery ride-a test day, 
which were great opportunities for individuals to get out and ride a couple of tests in a quiet, 
stress-free way.    
In addition to our events that we put on, we were very pleased to be able to offer 6 education 
bursaries to members to help them with the cost of clinics that they managed to take 
throughout the year. We also awarded our first re-vamped Irene Hill Memorial Bursary to 
trainer Chelsea Balcaen.  
Now into 2021, we are excited about the plans that we have in place.  Continuing with our goal 
of fostering education, we will still be offering our education subsidies and looking to organize 
another ride-a-test-day if possible in late spring. We are very excited to announce that we will 
be hosting two shows this year at the beautiful RMSJ, one in June, a wildrose and gold show, 
and one in September, a wildrose, gold and the Alberta Provincial Championships, which is now 
back in Calgary after being in Edmonton the past few years. Both shows will be hosting para-
dressage classes as well, and we are quite excited to be able to support another chapter of 
dressage within our shows.  
Thank you to my executive and board members this year as well as to members past and 
present. We had to pivot as did every organization, and it was met with good discussions, ideas 
and an attitude of trying to find the best solutions for the CA-ADA.  Looking forward to a great 
year! 

Kayla Andrusiw, CA-ADA President     http://www.ca-ada.com 

http://www.ca-ada.com/


Chinook Country 
Submitted by Lorraine Hill 

1. AGM and Winter Party Jan.25th at LTRA  
2. CC/ADA was represented by Lorraine at SAEC’s AGM – conducted by email 
3. CC/ADA was represented at the 2020 ADA’s AGM, general meeting & conference calls 

by Lorraine Hill and Tanya Jacobson-Gundlock 
4. Planned activities for 2020 were cancelled due to Covid restrictions 

a. March: Grooming for a Show 
b. April: volunteer at ADA’s Mane Event booth 
c. May & September: Wild Rose Dressage Shows, Lethbridge 
d. Annual Summer Dressage Show in Claresholm 

5. “Clipping your Horse for Winter Work”: February 
6. The Medicine Hat group held a Wild Rose Dressage Show August 22-23  with financial 

support from ADA casino funds 
7. General meetings: Jan.26th, June 27th, Sept.12th, Nov.28th using various methods: 

outdoors “in-person”; conference call; or “virtual” Microsoft Teams 
8. CC/ADA directors’ insurance and event liability insurance is paid by ADA.  Coverage runs 

from Apr.1st to Mar.31st of the given year.   
9. 2020 Membership: 29 Adults; 1 Junior 

Lorraine Hill - President CC/ADA 
 
Cold Lake 
Submitted by Carol Porteous 
 
2020 what a year.  
Did our AGM  
Held a few club ride days with lessons being given by the more advanced to the new folks.  
Held video nights showing videos of: 
Jane Savoie 
Walter Zettl  
Klause Balkenhol 
Dane Rawlins  
Kyra KyrKland 
Was just about to see Ingrid Klimke cavaletti training when our dear Covid hit.  
 
We were fortunate enough to be able to have a few clinics and hold a training test clinic 
throughout the summer. In the fall we had a ride a test day. All that participated were very 
happy to have something to do.  
 
Our 2021 AGM was held by Zoom and we are now going to start our clinics and planning our 
show or training test day whichever we are allowed.  
We are also fortunate to be having a youth clinic put on by the Junior Young Riders group.  
  

http://www.ca-ada.com/
http://www.ca-ada.com/


Edmonton Area 
President’s Report - Deb Meraw 
 
What can I say about 2020? We all reluctantly inherited a couple of new phrases. “Wear your 
mask”. “You are cordially invited to a Zoom meeting” (with or without wine). 
 
So far, we have survived 2020 and we did not let our circumstances alter our attempts to keep 
our EAADA members connected and informed- we even squeezed in a few EAADA Executive 
meetings and clinics before and between lockdowns! 
 
We have maintained our standing as one of the largest area group in Alberta, and I know I can 
speak for the executive when I say we are proud and grateful for the support we have received 
from our 2020 members during this unique period in time. We started 2020 with high hopes.  
 
Our2019 AGM featured speaker Dr. Jodi Santarossa, the topic was “The Basic Athletic Plan.” 
This was a very informative topic; follow-up questions and a handout were available. 
 
Our second Roving Lecture was held March 15, 2020 and was held at the Strathcona 
Community Center. This venue boasts of many beautifully appointed conference rooms with all 
the technology, bells and whistles any presenter would want to have at their fingertips. Our 
presenter Kim Knull is a well-respected psychologist and has been trained by Brene Brown. Her 
presentation, “Dare to Lead” gave us many insights. You can find Kim regularly being 
interviewed on our local television stations about COVID related coping strategies. We had a 
great turn out and we all walked away with a number of strategies and a wonderful handout 
provided by Kim. 
 
Our Roving Lecture series has proved how important it is to continue to offer opportunities for 
our members and interested riders in our community. We hope that in the future we can 
continue to get together to ride, learn, discuss and have a few laughs in order to keep our 
community strong and united. 
 
In light of COVID restrictions which made offering Roving Lectures impossible, we were 
delighted when Delaney Veterinarian Services started offering Zoom presentations and invited 
our members to join in. We sent out each Delaney Zoom invitations to all of our members in 
hopes that we could stay somewhat connected. These presentations were successful and 
fortunately are continuing in 2021. 
 
We hated to cancel our beloved Sparkle and Spurs Show; however, we did not want to 
jeopardize our financial status as well as stress the limited number of volunteers we had on 
hand. The executive felt it was the most logical decision we could make in these uncertain 
times. We really struggled with the decision and our executive was divided for the first time in 
terms of how to proceed. 
 



Surprisingly, we were still able to support a few clinics through our Clinic Subsidy Program. We 
supported the Jaimey Irwin Clinic Series organized by Donna Tribe and Helen Parker and kindly 
hosted at North Park Stables. Due to COVID restrictions one of the four clinics had to be 
cancelled. We were also able to give out some Education Subsidy money as well this year. 
 
An Adult Amateur and Youth Clinic taught by Lindsey Stroh, was hosted at Secret Stables and 
organized by our newest EAADA member and arena owner- Crystal Fulcher. Unfortunately, one 
clinic day had to be postponed and will hopefully take place in the near future.  
 
Although the EAADA did not host a show, we sponsored the Art of Dressage Show held at 
Amberlea Meadows. We feel as a club, it is our responsibility to support local initiatives for our 
members to enjoy and get involved in whenever possible. Please do not hesitate to ask us for 
support in 2021. 
 
Our newsletter remains an interesting way to share information pertaining to our sport. We 
have included many article series: First Aid by Delaney Veterinarian Services, Maria Mc Dowell, 
a popular local massage therapist continues to write very informative articles, and Sylvia Rapaj 
keeps us entertained with her always unique perspectives on dressage. We always welcome 
and look forward to reading about various contributors who willingly share their dressage 
experiences. We have articles written by contributors who offer their insights through the 
Rider, Trainer and Arena profiles - these volunteers make the newsletter worth reading. For a 
few years now, we have had an EAADA Facebook page which also includes a few interesting 
updates, shared articles, and quotes. 
 
Thanks to the efforts of Caroline Locke we are able to keep you connected and up to date 
thanks to our EAADA Website eaada.ca Our EAADA coaches have shared their contact 
information – so be sure to let riders who are looking for a coach know about our website. 
Advertising is free and very welcome! 
 
Claire Robinson has also kept our Instagram page updated with the latest news and links - be 
sure to check out edmdressage 
 
To keep our members safe during COVID, we ordered and sold 40 EAADA masks with our 
famous logo (created by Jan Simmonds) embellished on the right-hand side. Thanks to our 
members for supporting this initiative!  
 
What can you look for in 2021? The 2021 EAADA Executive will continue to offer an optimistic 
approach despite what circumstances throw at us – you can take that promise to the bank! 
 
"The future is not some place we are going to, but one we are creating. The paths are not to be 

found, but made, and the activity of making them changes both the maker and the destination." 
- John Scharr 

  



 
Parkland Area 
 
2020 was a challenging year as we all know. The difficult decision was made to cancel the 
March show at the last minute due to the evolving Covid 19 situation. Unfortunately, the March 
2021 show also had to be cancelled but we look forward to an even bigger and better show in 
2022! 
 
While many shows were cancelled, the Central Alberta Dressage show at Benalto ran a very 
successful show with a full day of English and Western classes. As well, many barns hosted their 
own in-house schooling days in 2020 to give their riders a chance for some show practice. This 
is a testament to the resilience and perseverance of our central Alberta dressage riders! 
 
The ongoing pandemic certainly constrained the usual activities but we were able to run a 
successful fundraiser with the delicious Wilhauk Beef Jerky and will be looking to run this 
fundraiser again in 2021. We are in the midst of our ever popular flower fundraiser and we are 
looking forward to some beautiful flowers to brighten our days. 
 
Looking forward to 2021, PAADA is working on recommendations and ideas gleaned from our 
workshop on Issues and Barriers to participation in dressage from our 2020 AGM and looking 
forward to brighter days ahead. We are excited to have relaunched our newsletter and started 
a member of the month feature. PAADA is looking forward to creating new learning 
opportunities through possible camps and clinics and growing and supporting the sport of 
dressage in Alberta. 
 
Peace Region 
President’s Report - Ginger Lorentz review for 2020: 
 
- PRADA Members; 25 Seniors & 5 Juniors 
- No Mane Event, so ADA’s AGM was by conference call (Ginger attended). 
- $1500 from ADA casino funds were issued to PRADA for hosting clinics or shows. - PRADA 
hosted four (4) clinics: 

• Mary Ellen Laidlaw at Evergreen Park, Grande Prairie – July & August 
• Lindsey Stroh at Balderston Farms, County of Grande Prairie – October 
• Eiren Crawford Clinic at Evergreen Park, Grande Prairie – November 

- Clinics were mostly full, it was a great learning year considering Covid. Hopefully 2021 will 
bring more learning! 
- Seven (7) conference calls, AEF generously gave members free calls for 2020. 
- 2020 memberships will carry over to 2021 but members will have to pay the ADA fees (Seniors 
$10 and Juniors $7) - Thanks again for everyone’s hard work and let’s have a great 2021!! 


